ACHIEVE. BELIEVE. LEARN. ENJOY.

For more information on our school visit

www.brackenleasschool.co.uk
Please contact enquiries@blps.thlt.academy
in the first instance with your enquiries.
Bracken Leas Primary School
Magdalen Meadows
Brackley
Northamptonshire
NN13 6LF
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“Pupils are keen to be at school. They have fun,
learn a lot and always feel safe.”
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School Organisation
Starting school at Bracken Leas
For those children who are offered a place at our
school we have a comprehensive induction process.
• We hold an information meeting for parents in the
summer term.
• All children are invited to a stay and play session
(with a parent) within Early Years in the summer term.

School Gates Open:
School Bell:

8.30am
8.40am

Morning Session:
Morning Break:

8.50am - 12 noon
10.15 - 10.30am (KS1)
10.40 - 10.55am (KS2)
12.00 - 1.00pm

Afternoon Session:

To encourage a sense of team spirit all children are put
into one of six houses when they start school. If they
have older siblings already in school they will go into the
same house. A boy and girl from year 6 are elected by
the pupils in their house as House Captains each year.
All children earn house points as rewards for good work
or behaviour. House badges are awarded in assembly
when children gain certain numbers of house points.
We have a range of house events during the year.
On sports days all children compete for their house and
are encouraged to come dressed in their house colours.

School hours

Lunchtime:

School Houses

KS1 Break:

1.00pm - 3.10pm (KS1)
1.00pm - 3.15pm (KS2)
2.20pm - 2.35pm

School Gates Open:

3.00pm

Our School uniform provider is T King based in
Buckingham.

“Staff give pupils many
opportunities to develop as
well-rounded individuals.”
Ofsted

Breakfast Club/After Schools Club provided by Stepping
Stones Pre-School. For further details Tel: 01280 706553.

Lunchtime
Hot school meals are provided by Fresh Start Catering.
A meat and vegetarian choice is available each day.
All children in their first 3 years of school are entitled
to a free hot school meal. For those not wishing to
have a school lunch, packed lunches may be sent in
as an alternative.

School uniform
We have a compulsory school uniform at Bracken Leas.
We believe this instils a sense of identity and pride in
the school. Our school colour is green and consequently
children wear green sweatshirts or cardigans with white
shirts and grey or black trousers or skirts.

Coronavirus (Covid-19) Statement
Updated: September 2020
Following advice from The Department for Education, we are unable to welcome prospective Bracken Leas parents and children
in to our school during the pandemic. The prospectus, alongside other online materials, aims to give you an overview of our
school as it traditionally operates. Some aspects of schooling have been impacted by the virus including, but not limited to, our
lunchtime arrangements, clubs and sporting activities in addition to start and finish times for our school day.

Admissions
Applying for a school place at Bracken Leas
Primary School commencing September 2021.
Applications to all primary schools in
Northamptonshire are handled centrally by the
Local Authority. Children begin school in the
September of the academic year in which they will
be 5 years old.
The academic year runs from 1st September to
31st August. Parents are asked to complete an
application in the Autumn Term of the year before
their child is due to start school. For admissions in
September 2021 the deadline for applications is
5pm 15th January 2021.
Visit www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/admissions
for more information.
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Extra-Curricular Opportunities

School Council
Our School Council has representatives from every
class. They meet regularly to feedback the pupil voice.

Extra–curricular clubs
We believe in offering a wide range of opportunities
for all children. Staff run clubs after school including
Wildlife, Art, Science, Dance and Culture club.

Sports and healthy living
At Bracken Leas we place great emphasis on learning
about healthy living and keeping active. We value being
a healthy school which is reflected in our school meal
provision from Fresh Start and Health and Wellbeing
curriculum.
We have been awarded the School Games award
2019/20 in recognition of our ongoing commitment and
achievement in the School Games Programme.
There is always a wide range of sporting opportunities
on offer for our children. We take part in sporting
competitions in over 14 different sports ranging from
the more traditional football, rugby and netball to
less well known activities such as new age curling and
archery. We have up to 300 children representing the
school in a sporting competition or activity each year.

Music
We are also delighted to offer a wide range of musical
opportunities. We have a choir and an orchestra and
individual music lessons available for strings, keyboard,
woodwind, guitar and singing. Our musicians look
forward to concert evenings, performing in front
of parents.

“Pupils with special educational
needs and/or disabilities receive
effective help and support. Staff
plan exactly what pupils need to
learn next.”
Ofsted

I am very pleased to offer you a warm welcome to Bracken Leas School; we are a school
that sits at the heart of the local community and offers our pupils the very best start to
their educational journey.
We have the highest expectations for all our pupils to have ambition in all they do and
to work hard to achieve their goals. The school’s motto is:

ACHIEVE. BELIEVE. LEARN. ENJOY.
ACHIEVE
• Everyone is able to achieve their potential.
• We acquire the skills to be independent and to work as a team.

BELIEVE
• We promote everyone’s self-confidence.
• We encourage everyone to believe they are valued and are treated
as an individual.

LEARN
• We promote a love of learning in all areas of the curriculum.
• We provide an enriched curriculum to engage and motivate.

ENJOY
• We provide a safe, caring and positive environment.
• Everyone respects each other and our surroundings.
• We enjoy working in partnership; children, parents, staff, governors and the wider community.
This vision for our school sits at the heart of our ethos and fosters a purposeful learning
experience for all pupils and staff alike.
At Bracken Leas enjoyment is the foundation for achievement and as such we provide a caring
and supportive learning environment. We place a great emphasis in developing both the
personal and academic side to all our pupils.
We ensure that our pupils leave Bracken Leas ready for the next stage of their educational
journey as young people who have a joy of learning and are both confident and independent.
Please come and visit us to find out more about our school and talk to our pupils and staff.

Mrs Paula Harwood, Headteacher
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A School That is Part of the Community

The Hawksmoor Learning Trust
Bracken Leas joined the Hawksmoor Learning Trust on
April 1st 2017. The HLT is a newly formed Multi Academy
Trust (MAT) which strives for excellence in all its schools,
providing the highest quality education for all pupils.
Being part of a MAT enables Bracken Leas to work
collaboratively in continuous improvement and innovation,
optimising opportunities for sharing resources.
The three principles of the Hawksmoor Learning Trust are:
• Quality
• Enthusiasm
• Partnership
These principles guide us in providing an education of
the highest quality. They demand that we think and
act in highly constructive ways towards each other as
colleagues, towards the children who are placed in our
care and to the parents in our schools and communities.
We strive for our individual and collective best to achieve
excellence for all.

Working together
At Bracken Leas we recognise the importance of
working closely with parents, families and the local
community in order to provide the best education for
our pupils.
Parents and other adult volunteers are welcomed into
school. We value the contribution they make doing a
range of tasks from listening to readers, sewing, cooking
and craft activities. The school has an open door policy
where parents with concerns are encouraged to pop in
to talk to their child’s class teacher.

Our enthusiastic Friends of Bracken Leas work tirelessly
to organise a wide range of events for the children and
families and raise huge amounts of money for the school
each year. We also have a supportive governing body
who work closely with the leadership team to improve
the school.

Partnerships and links
We enjoy good links with local preschools and nurseries
and work in partnership with our local secondary school.
This helps smooth transition and ensures our school is
an active part of the local community. The vast majority
of our pupils transfer to Magdalen College School when
they leave us at the end of year 6. However, we do have
a number of children who pass the Buckinghamshire 11+
test each year and move on to The Royal Latin Grammar
School in Buckingham.
Our school is used extensively for a range of community
groups, from Rainbows to Warhammer and the NMPAT
Saturday Music School. As well as allowing other
organisations to use our facilities, we continue to use
our local environment as a valuable resource to support
children’s learning.

Stepping Stones Pre-School
We enjoy a strong relationship with Stepping Stones,
a number of our children have breakfast club and after
school care there and most pre-school children from
Stepping Stones go on to become Bracken Leas pupils.
Stepping Stones now have a Pre-School Yellow Room
within our school which runs from 9am-3pm Monday to
Friday. They also offer extended care for Bracken Leas
children until 5pm. Further to this, they have Breakfast
Club provision in their Red Room for Bracken Leas
children.

“All staff share high expectations
of pupils’ behaviour, pupils behave
well and want to help others.”
Ofsted
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Every Child Matters

Every child matters
At Bracken Leas we put the individual child at the heart
of what we do. We give a great emphasis in developing
self-confidence and independence in every child. As well
as achieving academic success we want all our children
to be well rounded individuals who are well prepared
for life beyond school. We were delighted that this was
recognised when Ofsted commented that

“Parents say that it is ‘a great
school, always wanting to
achieve more’.”
Ofsted

“Caring staff ensure that children
get off to a strong start in the
early years.”
Ofsted

Our PSHE curriculum enables our pupils to understand
how to make healthy choices and how to be happy and
safe. Themes across the school include Internet Safety
Day, ‘Anti-bullying’ Week and First Aid training. We also
encourage a wide range of trips out and visitors in.
Bracken Leas is a truly inclusive school. We cater for
all children’s learning and physical needs. Individual
programmes of support are created for children with
learning needs or physical disabilities.
We encourage responsibility in our pupils through a
number of roles such as Head Pupils, House Captains,
School Council representatives, Sports Crew to name
but a few. We are extremely proud of the excellent
behaviour shown by our children on a daily basis. This is
often commented upon by visitors to the school or when
the children are on out of school visits.

“Leaders want pupils to be welleducated and good citizens. Pupils
understand that reading, writing and
mathematics are important.”
Ofsted

Behaviour and support
We aim to encourage good behaviour patterns through
positive praise and highlighting those traditional
elements of good manners we all value: politeness,
courtesy and consideration for the feelings of others.
At Bracken Leas we endeavour to create a happy, secure
atmosphere which encourages self-confidence, cooperation and self-discipline.
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